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CHILDREN IN CARE COUNCIL CHAMPION UPDATE

Introduction: The Child in Care Council Member Champions are now meeting every 
three months and their main focus is on:

 Raising issues coming out of Children in Care Council meetings and Care 
Leaver Forums in their area;

 Working with their Local Committee to make sure the children’s agenda is 
tackling the key issues facing children and young people;

 Promoting the Foster Carer recruitment campaign and working with colleagues 
and communities to boost the number of in-house Foster Carers in Cumbria.

 Supporting the Corporate Parenting Board to promote corporate parenting at a 
local level with Local Committees and District Councils. 

Foster carer recruitment: Following the uprating of the pay for Foster Carers the 
Council has seen an increase in people applying to be become foster carers with the 
Council, people being approved foster carers and people looking at moving from 
being foster carers for IFAs (Independent Fostering Agencies) to the Council. 

I would like to propose that Local Committee receives a presentation from one of the 
Foster Carer representatives on the Corporate Parenting Board. 

Children in Care Council Priorities: The Carlisle and Eden Children in Care 
Council has been active and the appendix lists their activities since the previous 
report.

Wider changes for Local Committee to be aware of: The Corporate Parenting 
Board has agreed that the Council will produce a new Children Looked After and 
Care Leaver Strategy for 2019-22. This will be agreed by Cabinet in December, and 
will include the Care Leaver Offer. This is a new statutory requirement to publish a 
set of entitlements that Care Leavers can expect on turning 18, and the support 
available to them up to age 25. 

There is extensive engagement with children looked after and care leavers in 
developing the strategy.

I would like to propose that a small group of Members of Local Committee meets with 
the officers developing the strategy and the officers working with the Children in Care 
Council to help make sure the strategy reflects the issues in Carlisle.



Actions for Local Committee to consider

 Invitation to a foster carer to present to local committee
 One of small working group of Members and officers to look at what needs to 

go into the CLA and care leaver strategy.
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